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WASHINGTON,
Vednesday.

ONE OF the most colourful
and brutal feuds of the
next four years could well
be the war, now cscalating,
fast, beftween President -
Nixon and the Washington
Post,

White House aldes are
talking openly about how to
“serew”’ the aper hy
blockading it, starving it of
news and sealing ofl access
to sources in the snow.

Mr Nizon mined the waters’

of its supermacy oy glving a
FOoreeuls post-oleclion inter-
view, packed with headlines and
revelations, to the Post's only

rivad  newspaper, the Eveuing
Stat.,

This weeck. in 0 move some are
calling “the Scrooge
manoeuvre,” he decided to bar
all Washinzton Posit reporters
from c rifta the festive round
of Chustmas patties  al = the
White House,

Tha Post has loeng been a
source of slizhts and nuisances
to NMr Nixen. But the final
Drcacit came thiz aulumn when
Lo youny repurlecs, digg:ny in-
0 the Waterzale aftulr, cune
up with a mass of unsavoury
evidence that hignly  placed
members of tne Nixen stall had
been  involved  in political
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sabotage, spving and the crude
forging ol documents ta ovder .
to discredit leading Democrals
in_an election vear,

Behind  a  facade of non-
chalunce, I detect a mood ot
distinet unease m the shiny new
oftices of the Post on 15th
Strest. Four years of siere like
this could create a news tfamine
at the paper which mayv erode
its popularity, leaving it with
Httle but a well-developed sense
of moral superiority.

Angry

On the face of it. the Washine-
ton Post is fat and fleurtshing.
The Sundav editton runs 10
nearly 200 pawves, not counting
assorted magazines and comics.

The paper has uadoubted
strenghs, It is an excelent
local  paper, perhaps the best
chronicie of sinall-town affwirs
in America. Coverage of the
arts. such as they are, is liveiy,
The leader page, embellished
with the angry cartoon of Herb-
lock, is wriiten wih authoruy
ang verve

But, for some time it seems Lo
me. tho mvstique of whis Post has o
ceen weiring prrilously thin
its hopes of Lecoming a greal
national newspaper inercus kol
mispliced. "The Nixon offensive
has hut the paper in s Wenress
spot,  coverage of e Nixon
adminis.ration  iksedl.

Weexk by week, as the story
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of Vietnam peace diplomacy un-
folded, the Post has been worsted
by the superior newsgathering
resources of the New York
Times. . :

It was the Times which dis-
closed the first signal of the
dramatic peace eflort—a cutnack
In U8 air strikes over North
Vietnaum and first punhlished a
summary of the drafy acreetsient
witli Ilanol. On Monday of the
week, the Times zel the seal on
& siring of scoons: a detuled
report  from its Wachmgion
Burcau of steps Mr Nixon was
considering to hasten a cease-
fire, " including the furiher
mining of ‘Haiphong harboyr.

The best the Post could man-
age was a circwastantini story,
late ir the dav, of a snifi in
American bombing policy from
an AP writer in Saigon.

Noth:ng better illustrates the
strange 1aner mechamsms of the
Waslirgton Post than the affair
of Lhe Penlugon papers, per-
haps the st oseoon of the
last tour years.

On that Sunday in June 1971,
while the Times led s (vont
Duge with the [Orst, devastating
excerpt  [rom  tha  Penta
papers, o classified account of
the originsa’ and escalution of
the Victham war, the Post
splastied an unflattermg photo-
araph ol Tricia Mixon's wedding,
the reanlt of a petty fend oith
the Wttite House over who
shoukd ve allowed o cover the
ceremony. o

Davs later, the Post finally
publizhied come excerpts of its
own from the Pentagon papers,
and after a contest in coury
fulsomely  congratulated  itself
on the achievement.

Possily Mr Nixon knows an

easy target when be sees one.
The Fost  sometimas  seems
dangerously prone to compla-
ceney and immune to self-douit.

“Our  philosophy,” a ioftv
leader writer oncze remarked

o mea. “is that no eveut can
1y be sl to by
wppencid until it s pubtished
m the Washington post”
I semetlmes wonder how lona
that philesophy would sarvive
it the Lracing clinate o Fleet

Street.
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